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RESEARCH PROJECTS

WHO ADVOCATES
-OR VENDORS’
RIGHTS TODAY?
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WHO LEGISLATES? :

A.V.A. Archives (1986-1995)
Southern California Library

for Social Studies and Research
6120 South Vermont Avenue
Los Angeles, CA90044

Phone: (323) 759-6063

Fax: (323) 759-2252

Email: archives@socallib.org
Web: www.socallib.org

PRIVATE COMPANIES OFFERING
SERVICES TO VENDORS
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California State

Board of Equalization
Phone: 1-800-400-7115
Email: see www.boe.ca.gov/
info/email.html

Web: www.boe.ca.gov/
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L.A. Trade Tech College (LATTC)
Contact Person: Marcela Oliva
400 West Washington Blvd. ?
Los Angeles, CA 90015-4108
Phone: (213) 763-7000

Email: olivam@lattc.edu,

Web: www.lattc.edu

Special Service for Groups
Contact Person: Michael Blockstein
mblock@concentric.net

County of Los Angeles
Department of Health Services
Vehicle Inspection Program
Contact Person: Bob Tamgeed
5050 Commerce Drive

Baldwin Park, CA91706

Phone: (626) 430-5500

Email: eh@ladhs.org

Web: http://lapublichealth.org/
eh/progs/consumer/vip.html

County of Los Angeles
Department of Health Services
Vehicle Inspection Program
Contact Person: Bob Tamgeed
5050 Commerce Drive

Baldwin Park, CA91706

Phone: (626) 430-5500

Email: eh@ladhs.org

Web: http://lapublichealth.org/
eh/progs/consumer/vip.html

Latino Urban Forum

Contact person: James Rojas

727 S. Spring St.

Los Angeles, CA90014

Phone: (213) 629-9122, (213) 627-9563
Email: latinourbanforum@yahoo.com
Web: http://groups-yahoo.com/
group/latinourbanforum

Current Management:
Real Estate Department

Contact Person: Diana Dominguez
1 Gateway Plaza

Los Angeles, CA90012
Phone: (213) 922-5253

Information about the early project:
Central Area Planning Team
Contact Person: Diego Cardoso
1 Gateway Plaza

Los Angeles, CA90012
Phone: (213) 922-3076
Email: cardosod@mta.net
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NGO’S SUPPORTING IMMIGRANTS

Bureau of Street Services
Investigation and Enforcement Division
Contact Person: Rodney Lucas

600 S. Spring Street

Los Angeles, CA90013

Phone: (213) 485-3711

Email: boss@bss.lacity.org

Web: http://www.lacity.org/boss/
StreetUselnspection/index.htm

UCLA Downtown Labor Center
Contact Person: Victor Narro
675 S. Park View St. 1st Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90057

Phone: (213) 480-4155 ext. 209
Fax: (213) 480-4160

Email: vnarro@iir.ucla.edu

Web: http://www.labor.ucla.edu/

Sidewalk Vending Program
Contact Person: Maggie Calderon
The Garland Building

1200 W. 7th St., Floors 4 & 6

Los Angeles CA90017

Phone: (213) 744-9338.

Email: MCaldero@cdd.lacity.org
Web: www.lacity.org/cdd/bus_side.html

L.A. City Council
Community Development Department
The Garland Building

1200 W. 7th St., Floors 4 & 6
Los Angeles CA90017

Phone: (213) 744-7100

Email: MCaldero@cdd.lacity.org
Web: http://www.lacity.org/cdd/

I.U.R.D. Main Office
Contact Person: Joseph Colletti
840 Echo Park Avenue

Los Angeles, CA 90026

Phone: (213) 482-9300

Fax: (213) 482-9301

Web: www.iurd.org

CARECEN

Contact Person: Angela Sanbrano
2845 W 7th St

Los Angeles, CA90005

Phone: (213) 385-7800 ext. 154?
Fax: (213) 385-1094

Email: angela@carecen-la.org
Web: www.carecen-la.org

City Council — District 1
Councilmember Ed P. Reyes
Contact Person: Arturo Chavez
City Hall

200 N. Spring Street, Rm 410
Los Angeles, CA90012

Phone: (213) 485 3451

Fax: (213) 485 8907

Email: achavez@council.lacity.org

Mama’s Hot Tamales

Contact Person: Sandi Romero
2124 W. Seventh Street

Los Angeles, CA 90057

Phone: (213) 487-4300

Fax: (213) 487-8475

Email: tamales@iurd.org

Web: www.mamas-hot-tamales.com

Department of Building and Safety
Pro-active code enforcement
Contact Person: Frank Lara

3550 Wilshire Boulevard, 18th Floor
Los Angeles, CA90010

Phone: (213) 252-3346

Fax: (213) 252-3913

Email: fhlara@ladbs.lacity.org

Web: www.lacity.org/LADBS/code_
enforcement/code_enforcement.htm

MACARTHUR PARK

CHIRLA

2533 W. Third St., Ste. 101
Los Angeles, CA 90057
Phone: (213) 353-1333
Fax: (213) 353-1344
Email: info@chirla.org
Web: www.chirla.org
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L.A.PD. Office of the Chief of Police
150 North Los Angeles St, Rm 6197
Los Angeles, CA 90012?

Phone: (213) 485-3202

Email: lapdonline@earthlink.net

City Council - District 11
Councilmember Bill Rosendahl
Contact Person: Mike Bonin
City Hall, 200 N. Spring St., Rm 415
Los Angeles, CA90012

Phone: (213) 473-7011

Fax: (213) 473-6926

Email: mike.bonin@lacity.org

Web: www.lacity.org/council/cd11/

Venice Beach Recreation Center
Contact Person: Victor Jauregui
1800 Oceanfront Walk

Venice, CA90291

Phone: (310) 399-2775

Phone: (310) 396-6764

Fax: (310) 577-1046

Web: www.laparks.org/dos/reccenter/

L.A.PD. Rampart Division

Alvarado Corridor Project

Contact Person: Lieutenant Saint-Pierre
West Temple Street

Los Angeles, CA90026

Phone: (213) 384-7446

Contact Person: Kate Briski
8 Horizon Avenue
Venice, CA90291
Phone: (310) 392-4687 ext. 6

VENICE BEACH

O ENFORCES
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facility/veniceBeachRC.htm
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A GRAPHICAL GUIDE TO LOCAL POLITICS AND ORGANIZATION

Street vending is an important part of the every-
day landscape of Los Angeles. Over the last 20
years, the city has seen an increasing number of
vendors on its streets, largely fuelled by Latino
immigration. On their daily commute, Angelinos
buy fresh seasonal fruit from their car seats, at
the city’s ever-busy intersections. With their eye-
catching parasols fruit cart vendors offer royally
sized bags of freshly cut fruit, while the city’s
favorite street food is without doubt the amazing
variety of tamales, corn dough pasties with spicy
meat filling wrapped in banana leaves. Street
vendors in Los Angeles present the best options
for a cheap and healthy lunch. On weekends, An-

gelinos and tourists alike to Venice Beach, to
experience the funky atmosphere of the board-
walk, where artists sell their art, political mes-
sages, and merchandise. Los Angeles is a thriv-
ing city and the ambiance of street vending
expresses this most vividly.

No legal vending

Yet, up to this day, the city government does not officially allow these
activities. Whereas New York has more than 10,000 legal vendors on
its streets, Los Angeles — despite 20 years of effort to establish a
legal framework regulating vending - still outlaws vending. It is
thereby the only major U.S. city to do so. Despite the many attempts
over the last decades, by non-profit organizations, activist groups
and other advocates, the importance of vending for the city is still
not acknowledged. Only in two particular areas of the city, street
vending has become a limited motive for official urban politics: at
MacArthur Park and on the Venice Beach boardwalk.

MacArthur Park

Around MacArthur Park, an area with a large Latino immigrant popu-
lation, vending has been particularly prominent. In the late 1980s,
police and criminal harassment of the vendors instigated efforts to
legalize vending. After years of political organization and activism,
these efforts resulted in a new city ordinance and the establishment
of a small street-vending district with a capacity of about 30 vendors,
funded by the city’s Community Development Department and man-
aged by the Institute for Urban Research and Development, a private
non-profit organization. However, due to funding problems, this initia-
tive has been discontinued in 2005. The official participant vendors
have been forced to search for alternative ways to earn a living, and
most of them continue to vend on the city’s streets.

Venice Beach

At Venice Beach, vending is connected to the ‘free speech zone’ that
was instituted on the ocean boardwalk about 30 years ago. Over the
last years, under pressure from property owners on the boardwalk,
the city council has attempted to regulate these practices: its goal

became to maintain the boardwalk as a free speech zone — well
protected by the First Amendment — while discouraging unlicensed
commercial vending. This has resulted in a bureaucratic lottery
system whereby the vendors were forced to buy a permit and partici-
pate in a weekly lottery that assigns them to a designated spot on
the boardwalk. Currently, there is a limited number of less than 200
marked spots.

What this map is about

The situation at MacArthur Park and Venice Beach illustrate how
vending, despite its massive prominence in urban life, has so far
been discouraged by official urban politics. This map is an attempt
to address this situation. It is part of an academic research project,
directed by Prof. Margaret Crawford at Harvard University (Graduate
School of Design) that focuses on the everyday qualities of urban
life in Los Angeles. As fieldwork researcher during the summer of
2005, | have been studying the politics of street vending through
many interviews with vendors, city officials, business owners and
advocates. | have been able to understand some of the issues and
difficulties involved with regulating street vending, and have also

gained some insights into the personal situation of street vendors.
This map is a way to pass on these these insights. As suggested by its
title, the intention is to clarify the complicated structure of institu-
tions involved with legislating, enforcing, and supporting street vend-
ing. There are a lot of agencies, organizations and institutions that in
one way or another operate on the urban practice of street vending,
but there is as yet no initiative that deals coherently with all these
forces.

Change L.A.

The goal of this map is to build networks and to
bring together the institutions involved with street
vending: to create a platform for discussion that
allows us to ultimately change the unfortunate
situation of street vending in Los Angeles. Aware
of the challenges of regularizing street vending, |
advocate for the enormous potential of street

vending in Los Angeles, and hope to stimulate
recognition of street vending as a valuable asset
to urban life. Let us take this opportunity to make
Angelinos aware of the importance and joys of
street vending for urban life in their city! So that
Los Angeles is no longer the only major city in
this country that outlaws street vending. So that
it can thrive and be proud of itself, its excellent
street food and its exciting urban atmosphere!

Project funded by Harvard University, Graduate School of Design. Supervisor: by Margaret
Crawford, Professor in Urban Design and Planning Theory. Research and Project Management:
Kenny Cupers. Distribution in collaboration with Latino Urban Forum. This map is anti-copyright: it
may be freely used and quoted for non-commercial purposes. In making this map, every attempt
has been made to ensure the information contained is correct and valid at the time of publication.
We are very interested in any comments and suggestions you might have about it. Please contact
Kenny Cupers by email: cupers@fas.harvard.edu.




